
 

Spring Woods 
Baptist Church 

10131 Emnora Ln. 
Houston, TX 77080 

713-464-7614 

www.springwoodsbaptistchurch.com 

September 2015 

In This Issue 

9 Sins . . .                         1-5 

September VIP’s              5 

From Lorna Estep           6 

Too Early?                         6 

Anniversaries                   6 

Third Thursdays              6 

Building a Church Budget 

Wall                                     7 

103rd Birthday                  8 

Birthdays                           9 

Library Sale                       9 

Messengers for State 

Conventions                      9 

Events                               10 

 

 

 

  
by Frank Powell 

Are we changing the Bible to fit our culture  

or are we changing our culture to fit the Bible? 

I was in an engineering class the first time I watched the tragic explosion of 

the Space Shuttle Challenger. Even though I wasn’t alive when it happened, I 

caught a glimpse of the horror thousands must have felt as the events 

unfolded. 

And, the first question everyone wanted to know was, “What happened?” 

After months of investigation, here’s what the Rogers Commission (the group 

commissioned to investigate the explosion) discovered: an o-ring seal in the 

right solid rocket booster failed at take-off. I won’t bore you with the details, 

but an o-ring is a small device relative to the size of a space shuttle. Very 

small. 

        (continued) 
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It wasn’t something huge, like a puncture in the 

rocket booster or a hole in the cabin,that caused 

this disaster. It was a small, seemingly 

insignificant, o-ring failure. 

I think there’s a lesson here for the church. What 

if the big sins, you know the ones you try hardest 

to avoid, aren’t the greatest threat to your joy and 

the church’s mission? 

Maybe it’s the sins lying underneath, the ones 

considered normal or acceptable, the ones going 

undetected, that are affecting the church the most. 

I want to address 9 of these sins. 

1.) FEAR 

The phrases “do not fear” and “do not be afraid” 

appear 365 times in the Bible. Ironic? I think not. 

And here’s what I think the church misses about 

fear. Let me pose this as a question. What is the 

opposite of fear? Courage? Bravery? William 

Wallace? 

Wrong. Wrong. And right, but you’re ruining 

my point. 

The opposite of fear is…LOVE. Add to this the 

reality that God is love. So, according to the 

Transitive property of mathematics, the opposite 

of fear is…God. 

If you’re a child of God, the one sin that shouldn’t 

plague you is…fear. 

Yet, Christians are the most fearful people on 

earth. Even our salvation is rooted in fear. Does it 

bother anyone that the primary method of 

bringing people to Jesus has been to scare them 

away from hell? 

That’s fear language, the antithesis of God. Look 

at what John says. 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not been perfected in love.1 

John 4:18 

The church is scared to make decisions out of 

fear. Christians are hesitant to step into dangerous  

 

 

situations out of fear. The catalyst for our 

obedience is fear. Where’s the love? 

Several weeks ago, I decided to remove the words 

“fear, scared, and terrified” from my vocabulary. 

Maybe you should do the same. It could change 

how you see the world. And God. 

2.) APATHY 

Apathy’s best friends are passivity and 

entitlement. Together, they’re a vicious 

threesome. 

There’s nothing mediocre or normal about God. 

His power is beyond comprehension. His beauty 

is beyond description. His love is beyond 

measure. The same God who created the universe 

and formed stars desires a relationship with you. 

Yet, the attitude is often, “Okay, God loves me. 

That’s great. What’s for lunch?” No. You don’t 

get it, bro. God loves you. And you’re content 

with, “That’s great.” 

What?! 

Our apathetic approach to God explains a lot 

about why people in America aren’t lining up to 

become Christians. 

I mean, think about it. How many Christians have 

you met that left you thinking, “Wow, I want to be 

like them?” But this should be the norm, right? 

Am I way off here? Shouldn’t you be so 

transformed by God that people want to ask about 

your life, even if they hate God? 

In Scripture, when men and women truly 

experience God, everything changes. Everything. 

So, that begs the question, “Have you experienced 

God?” 

3.) GLUTTONY 

In my younger days, I would literally eat myself 

sick. I mean, if I ordered food, I ate all of it. 

Period. Naturally, this presented a problem when I 

ate buffets. 

Looking back, I see that my attitude was 

gluttonous. And the gluttony wasn’t that I ate
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myself sick. It was that I used a gift God gave me 

on myself…in excess. 

Looking back, I see that my attitude was 

gluttonous. And the gluttony wasn’t that I ate 

myself sick. It was that I used a gift God gave me 

on myself…in excess. 

Gluttony is primarily about the heart. It’s a 

craving for excess. Gluttony says, “Those voids 

God is supposed to fill…don’t worry about that. I 

will fill them.” Gluttony happens when you lose 

your awe of God. You see, as long as your eyes 

are fixed on Jesus, your heart’s desire is for him. 

Is the world not desperate for this message? As we 

gorge our stomachs with food and flood our 

houses with trinkets, our discontent only 

increases. 

Where are the Jesus followers who will fix their 

eyes completely on him, throwing away anything 

that treads the line between want and need? 

Where are the Christians who will feast in excess 

on God? 

4.) WORRY 

Worrying gives you something to do, but it 

doesn’t get you anywhere. 

The great philosopher Van Wilder once said, 

“Worrying is like a rocking chair. It gives you 

something to do, but it doesn’t get you anywhere.” 

That’s right. But Van Wilder isn’t the only one 

who talked about worry. Jesus said you shouldn’t 

worry about anything (Matt. 6:25-34). But Jesus 

wasn’t serious was he? I mean, really Jesus? 

Anything? 

He was serious. You see, worrying is 

symptomatic of a larger issue…lack of faith. And 

for followers of Jesus whose primary mission is to 

show the glory and nature of God to the world, 

worrying is a problem. 

Recently, I asked a good friend why worry 

plagues the church, and he said something 

profound, “My greatest concern is that we 

don’t want to need God. We’re Americans. We’re 

independent.” 

 

 

That’s hard-hitting stuff right there. 

Americans will do anything to maintain the 

illusion of control and responsibility, so no 

wonder worry plagues us. Worry is the by-product 

of bearing a weight only God can bear. 

Do you see the irony here? The more 

independence you desire, the more worry you will 

experience. So, why not give everything to God 

and let his peace reign over your life? 

5.) FLATTERY 

I erased this like five times, but God kept telling 

me to put it back. So, I did. With hesitancy. I love 

you, God. 

I like performing. I always have. And while 

there’s nothing wrong with the spotlight, there’s a 

lot wrong with making yourself the center of it. 

If your identity is tied to man’s praise, you’ll be 

eternally discontent. 

If your identity is tied to man’s praise, you’ll be 

eternally discontent. People are fickle. They’re 

here today and gone tomorrow. They’re for you 

one day, against you the next. They love you 

when you agree with them, dislike you when you 

don’t. 

Yet, we love human praise, at least I do. Exhibit 

A: Instagram, SnapChat, and Facebook. While I 

love social media, they’re also platforms that 

perpetuate flattery. You post pictures about your 

life hoping the world will “like” it. Who cares if 

it’s not the real you? You need the approval. So, 

even if you need 30 minutes to find that perfect 

selfie, it’s worth the time. 

Jesus, however, didn’t need the praise and glory 

of men. He didn’t care what they thought. His 

only concern was doing the will of God. This 

attitude is what the world is desperate to see. 

It’s hard to point people to Jesus if you need their 

approval. 

Let’s be honest, it’s hard to point people to Jesus 

if you need their approval. 
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And when you need the approval of others, your 

life will have more ups and downs than the 

Goliath at Six Flags in Atlanta. 

I rode that beast. I know. 

6.) COMFORT 

Comfort might be the patriarch of the “church 

approved” sins family. When the church becomes 

comfortable, Christianity starts to die. 

Christians must be extremely intentional with 

their thoughts and actions to avoid comfort. If not, 

you become resistant to change. You start making 

secondary issues primary. You begin to see the 

mission as catering to insiders rather than reaching 

outsiders. 

And here’s the thing about the sin of comfort. 

Once it shows up, it’s extremely difficult to 

remove. When you challenge comfort, people 

don’t just get angry. They get fightin’ mad. 

Comfort will even tell you to crucify an innocent 

man. 

The church can’t be missional and comfortable at 

the same time. 

The church can’t be missional and comfortable at 

the same time. It’s time to make a decision. 

7.) CONSUMERISM 

I grew up watching Sesame Street. My favorite 

character?…Cookie Monster. I felt like we were 

the same person. And what I mean is we both 

loved cookies. I would often go around the house 

saying, “Gimme da cookies.” 

It never worked. 

Many Christians are like Cookie Monster. Their 

mantra is, “Gimme more…well anything. Just 

give me more. More. More. More.” 

The essence of this sin is a false understanding of 

God, that God is a taker. But nothing could be 

further from the truth. God is a giver. He’s the 

Giver. And, as a man or woman created in his 

image, you should be a giver. 

 

 

So, what are you creating? What are you giving 

back to the world? What are giving back to 

others? 

8.) PATRIOTISM 

Cue the nasty e-mails. Maybe it’s just me, but I 

can’t picture Jesus waving an American flag while 

showing off his “I love ‘Merica” tattoo. Jesus 

wasn’t against the government. In fact, if you’re a 

Jesus follower, the Bible calls you to pray for your 

nation and for your leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-4). But 

Jesus was very clear about how God’s name 

would become famous throughout the world…the 

church. Not the government. Not a nation. The 

church. 

When your allegiance is torn between your 

country and your God, American ideals begin to 

shape your faith more than God. And you 

transpose American values onto God, believing 

God would be an American and think like an 

American. 

Celebrate American values. That’s great. But, at 

the end of the day, your citizenship is not with 

America. It’s in heaven. 

9.) LYING 

If gluttony is the elephant in the room everyone 

sees, but no one talks about, lying is the elephant 

in the room no one sees. Lying is so socially 

acceptable, even in Christian circles, that it often 

goes undetected. We’re desensitized to it. 

And here’s why this is dangerous for Christians. 

There’s a rarely-discussed passage in Matthew 

5:33-37 where Jesus confronts the Pharisees about 

oaths. Most Americans only hear the word oath 

when a celebrity lies in court (under oath). But 

Jesus isn’t talking about oaths in this passage. 

He’s talking about INTEGRITY. 

Here’s what Jesus is saying. You should live with 

such high integrity that your word doesn’t need 

attachments to make it legitimate. So, typical 

phrases like, “I promise,” “I swear,” and “I put it 

on my mom’s grave” should never come from 
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Sept 6  Sept 13  Sept 20 
RP Angela Stevens  RP Denise Traphagan  RP Wendy Mancuso 
Betsy Green  Marlene Moore  Wardell Wade 
Butch Mancuso  Martha James  Sandy Mayfield 
Debbie Bullock  Daisy Herbert  Dennis Moore 
Alicia Herrera  Leslie Bonham  Donna Moore 

     

    Sept 27 
    RP Betsy Green 
    Judy Tripp 
    Jimmy Bullock 
    Thalia Wade 
     

your mouth. 

“Frank, c’mon on man. Are you interpreting that 

correctly? Say you promise.” 

These words are a kick in the pants, right? If 

you’re like me, you say things all the time and 

never follow through. You lie to make yourself 

sound better. You lie to stay out of trouble. You 

lie to get ahead. Sometimes you lie just to lie. 

Jesus says there’s no place for that if you’re a 

Christian. Your word matters. If you say 

something, God expects you to do it. It’s better to 

tell the truth and lose your job than lie and keep it. 

How serious is this? Jesus says anything more 

than our word is from the evil one, Satan. That’s 

real. 

______________ 

Sometimes the undetected sins are the most toxic. 

My hope is you will see this as an opportunity to 

grow. I also realize there are some “church 

approved” sins I didn’t mention. It’s your turn. 

 

Reprinted from http://www.faithit.com/9-sins-the-

church-is-okay-with/#.VdXyYbVVTs8.email 

 

ABOUT FRANK POWELL 

I moved to Jackson, TN at the beginning of 2014 

to begin ministering to college and young adults at 

Campbell Street Church of Christ in Jackson, TN. 

I love the local church. I have devoted my life to 

her, and I look forward to serving the local church 

as long as I have life. 

ABOUT HIS SITE 

This site is devoted to God. I hope every word on 

this page gives glory to Him. I love all of God’s 

people, but my passion rests with the Millennial 

generation and with the surrounding culture. I am 

also passionate about the church, so my thoughts 

will tend to focus in those areas. But I reserve the 

right to blog about anything that is relevant or 

anything that is on my heart and mind…because 

this is my site. 

http://frankpowell.me/ 
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Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Aquino Sept 8 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Maynard Sept 18 
Mr. & Mrs. Butch Mancuso Sept 27 
Mr. & Mrs. John Wayeh Sept 30 

Dear SWBC family, 

It’s hard to believe it’s already 
been 3 months since my dad’s going 
home on April 21.  This thank you is very 
belated, but no less heartfelt.   Thank you 
for your years of prayerful support since 
his 2010 stroke. Your support helped 
give me, Lovella, and family the needed 
strength and encouragement to weather 
the many health hurdles along the way, 
and his very difficult last 6 months.  The 
loving cards, thoughtful remembrances, 
food, many hugs, and kind words, all are 
so gratefully appreciated. 

 

And how do I also thank you for all the 
prayers and support after the fire in my home 
last Thanksgiving?  Again, you showered me 
with help and support to weather that crisis 
while dad’s health was failing.   1 Thessalonians 
5:18 says “In everything give thanks, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Claiming that 
promise, seeing Him work miracle after miracle 
and provide for all my needs, has made these 
last several months survivable.  I pray His 
wondrous blessings on all of you for all you 
have done for me and my family.  Thank you 
from the depths of my soul! 

Lorna Estep 

Too Early? 

6 months?  Is that too early to start 

thinking about the next season of 

Upwards Soccer at SWBC? Is it too 

soon to think of what your role is in 

helping to plan and execute this 

tremendous outreach opportunity?   I 

ask these questions as a follow-up to 

our recent Sunday School lesson 

“Awake, Returning To a New Life” in 

order to encourage us to seek God’s 

direction.   

What will your role be for this 

tremendous outreach opportunity?   

After all, it’s not too soon to seek God’s 

guidance in planning, organizing, 

promoting, cultivating, and training as 

the body prepares to be used for God in 

the 2016 season!!! 

   Richard Maynard The third Thursday of each month is going 
to become a senior adult day.  A different activity or 
outing will be planned for each one of these 
days.  Some events will have a cost attached, and 
some will not.  Be looking for information about 
our first event on September 17. 

Jerry Williams 

6 



 

As we enter the last quarter of the year, 

the Finance Committee is preparing for the 

annual budgeting process. We pray for a united 

body and suggest a new process for Spring 

Woods to consider in order to establish the 

budget.   

Let’s imagine for a moment that a toy 

we have been constructing for a Christmas 

present has several different components. We 

have divided our labor among various family 

members in an effort to complete the task in 

time for a Christmas morning surprise. Such 

“teamwork” is wonderful in theory, but difficult 

to achieve in practice.  If everyone works 

independently, without a cohesive plan, then 

the toy will may not operate correctly.   

In the same way, putting a budget 

together for the church is more than just 

writing numbers on paper.  In order for the 

budget to be functional and obtainable, we 

need a united vision that allows us to focus on 

our mission.   

To focus our efforts, we propose the 

following questions to steer our efforts: 

Church Vision: Who Are We? 

Many churches make the mistake of 

trying to establish a budget without 

understanding what God has called them to be. 

The resulting budget reflects what has always 

been done instead of what God wants to do. 

Two critical questions offer Biblical and 

practical insights needed for a solid and unified 

vision.  

 

 

How does God see the church? 

When people see the church as the Body 

of Christ with the potential and power to 

change the entire world from the inside out, 

hearts, minds, and actions are radically 

changed in regard to stewardship. Everyone 

involved with the budgeting process should 

focus on this truth. 

How does God see the community? 

What is the vision statement for your 

church?  Your vision statement helps in 

planning for the year. Having a clear vision will 

take budget preparation from a tedious task to 

an exciting walk with the Spirit. The church’s 

vision outlines how the church plans to 

participate in the Great Commission, and thus, 

it should guide the planning and budgeting 

process. When the budgeting process is linked 

to the mission and vision of the church, 

excitement and commitment follow.  

Church Commitment: 

What Are We Called to Do? 

After you have established a clear 

vision, your church must determine what God 

has specifically called you to do in order to 

accomplish that vision. This is called strategic 

planning. It requires you to take out your 

calendar and make plans for the next year 

based on your vision, and enabling you to fulfill 

your mission. 

Many churches simply do what they 

have done year after year with little thought  

Finance Committee Pick 
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Margaret Lard was all smiles at the 

Church and Sunday School visit honoring 

her Birthday on July 12th! 

 

What is happening in your favorite program at SWBC?  Would you be 

willing to share it with the rest of the church?  Articles and photos can be 

sent to swbcnewsletter@gmail.com at any time.  Send items for the 

October issue by September 25. 

Know someone who does not receive our newsletter?  Let us know and we 
can add to the email list at any time! 

about whether events are helping the church 

accomplish its vision. This mindless repetition 

leads to a loss of commitment and ministry 

stagnancy. Each ministry and event must be 

assessed for its contribution towards 

accomplishing the church mission and fulfilling 

its vision. When you can explain every activity 

and the budget that supports it in terms of the 

vision, people will understand that they are 

investing in purposeful, meaningful ministry. 

Ministry Cost: What Will It Cost? 

Once you have made plans based on 

your mission and vision, the costs must be 

determined. It may be difficult to calculate total 

costs when you have to include staff salaries, 

building use, and so on, but this is an important 

step.  

 

 

Ministry Funding: How Will We Pay for It? 

After we understand who we are, what 

we are called to do, and what it will cost, we 

can put our budget together in three steps. 

Step One: Develop a line item budget for fixed 

expenses. 

Step Two: Divide all the plans for the coming 

year into three or four categories that reflect 

the mission and vision statement. 

Step Three: Determine what percentage of the 

fixed expenses belongs to each category 

established in Step Two. 

The result is a budget that reflects and 

explains how all expenses contribute to the 

work and ministry of the church. 
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Valria Blok Sept 2 
Gayle Harris Sept 2 
Ray Ritchie Sept 5 
Gauge Moore Sept 6 
Angel Nuñez Sept 7 
Kathy Boykin Sept 9 
Polly Williams Sept 9 
Marilyn Youngblood Sept 11 
Melissa Averitt Sept 12 
Anthony Aquino Sept 13 

Christian Vaca Sept 14 
Martha Christopher Sept 16 
Robin Zavertnik Sept 17 
DaJuan Wayeh Sept 20 
Charles Hicks Sept 24 
Dianna Reed Sept 25 
Katie Seale Sept 26 
Mary Barras Sept 29 
Pauline Terry Sept 29 

Messengers for State Convention 

SWBC is a member of both the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention (SBTC) and the Texas 
Baptists (BGCT).  Each has an annual convention for which the Church will elect messengers to 
represent SWBC at the September or October business meeting. The Messengers vote on officers for 
the coming year and other business brought before the Convention.  If you would like to be a 
messenger to either convention, please contact the church office.  The church can have 6-10 
messengers. The SBTC Annual Meeting on November 10 and 11will be at Champion Forest Baptist 
Church in Houston. The Texas Baptists (BGCT) will be November 8-10 in Frisco, TX. 

Marcus Dobbs 

Readers of all ages are invited to the 

Children’s Book Sale hosted by Friends of 

the Houston Public Library.  The sale begins 

Friday, September 11, 2015 (11am-6pm) 

and runs through Saturday, September 12 

(9am-5pm) at the West End Multi-Service 

Center at 170 Heights Blvd, Houston, TX. 
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Reaching out to our community:  2 Nights at Twilight  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 7  Office Closed – Labor Day 
Sept 8 6:30 Nominating Committee Meeting 
Sept 9 7:15 Choir Begins Christmas Music 
Sept 13 9:15 High Attendance Sunday 
Sept 13 7:30 Deacon’s Meeting 
Sept 15 6:30  Finance Committee Meeting 
Sept 18 7:00 GA Movie Night at Ramirez Home 
Sept 19 8:00 BMen 
Sept 26 8:30 Quilt Group Lock-in 

Spring Woods Baptist Church 
10131 Emnora Lane 
Houston, TX 77080 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

 Staff Emails 
Jerry Mayfield, Pastor                                          jerrylmayfield@aol.com 
Anthony Aquino, Associate Pastor             thesilverchord@gmail.com 
Jerry Williams, Music                                               jerrywill220@aol.com 
Donna Moore, Programs                                   dmooreswbc@gmail.com 
Marie Burthlong                        springwoodsbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
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If you are interested in 

being a part of our 

growing RA, GA, or 

Youth programs on 

Wednesday evening, 

please call the church 

office.  There are many 

ways to support these 

programs.  

mailto:jerrylmayfield@aol.com
mailto:thesilverchord@gmail.com
mailto:dmooreswbc@gmail.com
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